In early 2013, Justine Greening, the then
Transport Secretary, told critics that plans to
ƚĞƌŵŝŶĂƚĞ,^ϮĂƚƵƐƚŽŶǁĞƌĞ͚ƐĞƚŝŶĐŽŶĐƌĞƚĞ͛͘
Apart from the intransigence of decisionmakers in insisting that Euston should remain
the terminus, plans lack foundations with
designs constructed on ever-shifting sands. A
range of politicians and commentators
maintain the fiction that the highly successful
and iconic upgrades and refurbishment of
nearby Kings Cross and St Pancras International
stations can be replicated at Euston. This is
ĐŽŵƉĂƌŝŶŐ͚ĂƉƉůĞƐ͛ǁŝƚŚ͚ƉĞĂƌƐ͛ĂŶĚĨĂŝůƐƚŽƚĂůůǇ
to recognise the critical differences in the built

THE EUSTON SAGA
environment between these stations to the
east and Euston itself. St Pancras and Kings
Cross had the benefit of being adjacent to 26
hectares of semi-derelict Railway Lands ʹ then
the largest brown-field site in Europe.
Compared with Euston, this land was sparsely
populated with relatively few residential or
commercial properties. In stark contrast,
Euston is situated in an exceedingly busy, high
density, high value urban environment. Over
16,500 people live, and many hundred
businesses operate, within 300 metres of the
new station and approaches. Communities and
businesses in and around Euston face

unmitigated chaos of very significant duration.
At this point in time (September 2015) plans
are restricted to the development by 2024 of
six HS2 platforms on an expanded footprint to
the west of the station (Stage A); and a further
five high speed platforms to be constructed by
2033 during Stage B. This leaves the current
asbestos- and rat-ridden station, already in dire
need of being pulled down and rebuilding, as it
is. This will be used for the classic, non-HS2
services. There are currently no plans or
funding to do any rebuild. £2.5bn and 15 years
later, Euston will have gained an additional
four platforms and half a station.

ALL CHANGE AT EUSTON
and change and change and change again
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*Does not include property costs or inflation
Extract from High Speed Rail London to the West Midlands and Beyond – A Report to Government by
HS2 Ltd March 11th 2010 (p5)

“We concluded that city centre stations should be an essential part of the
scheme. For London, we recommend a single level, completely rebuilt and
expanded station at Euston, serving high speed services alongside"

Tentative timeline for construction works for HS2 at Euston (AP3 version)




